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FOR OES/CP AMBASSADOR GREEN FROM STEARNS 

REE: STATE 163879 

1 . DELIGHTED TO HEAR THAT YOU WILL BE VISITING ABIDJAN AUG 1-2. 

REGRET TO SAY THAT TONI AND I WILL BE AWAY ON HOME LEAVE AND WILL 
THEREFORE MISS SEEING YOU. HOPE HOWEVER THAT YOU AND YOUR SON 
WILL STAY IN RESIDENCE WHILE YOU ARE HERE. I THINK YOU WILL BE 
MORE COMEORTABLE THERE THAN IN HOTEL, UNLESS YOU ARE ALLERGIC TO 
CATS. GOODY COOKE, AS CHARGE, WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOUR 
PROGRAM IN ABIDJAN, WHICH SHOULD BE AN INTERESTING ONE. AS YOU 
KNOW, AUGUST IN FRANCOPHONE AFRICA IS A SLACK PERIOD WHEN MANY 
MINISTERS AND OTHER KEY OFEICIALS CUSTOMARILY TAKE LEAVE. WE WILL, 
HOWEVER, ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS WITH THOSE WHO ARE AVAILABLE. 

2. EAMILY PLANNING IS A SENSITIVE SUBJECT IN THE IVORY COAST AS 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES YOU WILL BE VISITING. IVORIAN OFFICIALS FROM 
PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET DOWN CONSIDER THE IVORY COAST UNDERPOPULATED 
AND PLACE CONTINUING STRESS ON NEED TO BE FRUITEUL AND MULTIPLY. 
MOST PROMISING AVENUE OF APPROACH TO POPULATION CONTROL IS PROB- 
ABLY THROUGH WOMEN’S AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC HEALTH. IVORY COAST HAS 
AN EXTREMELY HIGH RATE OE INEANT MORTALITY AND MANY INFORMED 
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IVORIANS RECOGNIZE THAT FAMILY PLANNING - UNDER WHATEVER NAME - 
IS ESSENTIAL TO AN IMPROVED STATUS FOR WOMEN AND OVERALL HEALTH 
OF THE POPULATION. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, WE WILL SEEK APPOINTMENTS FIRST WITH MINISTER OF 
HEALTH JEAN-BAPTISTE MOCKEY (WHO HAS CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL CLOUT) 
AND WITH MINISTER FOR WOMEN'S AFFAIRS (LA CONDITION FEMININE) 
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JEANNE GERVAIS, A HIGHLY INTELLIGENT AND ACTIVE PERSON WHO HAS 
ALREADY DONE MUCH TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON THE NEED TO IMPROVE THE 
STATUS OE IVORIAN WOMEN. IN ADDITION, IE YOU ARE WILLING, WE 
WOULD LIKE TO ORGANIZE A MEETING OE EMBASSY AND REDSO STAFE AT 
WHICH YOU AND YOUR SON COULD DISCUSS POPULATION AEEAIRS AND EIELD 
QUESTIONS. 

4. ONCE AGAIN, WE WELCOME YOUR TRIP AND ARE TERRIBLY SORRY TO 
MISS YOU. 

STEARNS 
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